The Sproule History - 1005 - 1900

This document was in the papers of the late Dr Brian J Sproule (Coldstream) and was copied
by Adrian Fletcher in 2009. | think that the original is held by his daughter Clare.

| have no idea where the information came from originally, though it seems unlikely that it
was authored by Brian himself and the title and content indicate that it was compiled in the
earlier 1900s. It certainly has an authentic ring about it. It also seems to have originally had
sections (now missing) on other family branches. Web searches for Mathewsons of Ardstraw
(wrongly spelt “Ardstran” in the document), Harpur and Sproule will possibly uncover some
descendant document if one had a few hours to spare! This may also locate the sections
missing from the papers we have.

The final page of the document relates directly to the family tree work | have been doing on
the Sproule family from “Denamona”, Fintona in Co Tyrone, N Ireland. Its contents have
been loaded into my “Roots Magic” data base without further checks yet. To date | have not
spent any time unravelling the earlier part of the document.

Joseph Sproule and family emigrated to N Monaghan, Peterborough, Ontario in May 1860.
We think that Joseph’s brother Robert emigrated to Canada in 1871 (still to be verified). His
son Alexander Harpur Robinson (AHR) Sproule married Robert’s daughter Matilda in
Peterborough in February 1874 (original record downloaded). In November 1880 AHR’s
uncle (mother’s brother), Dr John Robinson MD JP, died childless, and left his huge house
(“Denamona” in Fintona, Co Tyrone) and attached 209 acre estate to AHR, who returned to
Ireland with wife and four kids just after the Canadian Census of 1881.

| have downloaded images of the original Canadian census returns for the Joseph Sproule
family for all the years 1861 — 71 — 81 — 91 and 1901, and the AHR family for 1881, and the
death record for Joseph in November 1902 using the Canadian site of “Ancestry”
(subscription needed). In the 1871 Canadian Census 24 year old A H R Sproule is listed as a
photographer, similar at his 1874 marriage, but by post-inheritance 1881 he has become a
gentleman! All of this (and more) will be loaded onto ciaofamiglia before too long.

Census data about the A H R Sproule family back in Ireland (Fintona, Co Tyrone) can be
discovered in the Irish Censuses for 1901 and 1911, where the originals and transcripts can be
downloaded free of charge from www.census.nationalarchives.ie and include property
assessments for eg “Denamona”, the huge Sproule Palazzo which itself must have had an
interesting history. | have also located Jimmy Sproule as a medical student in Dublin in
1911.

Adrian Fletcher June 2010
afletch@paradoxplace.com
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n pgr 8PROUIE HISTORY ™

Spreull is said te be ene of the Scetch Surnames taken frem Nerman times.
Traditien savs that the first of the name te have a ceat of arms war =
purse bearer te Malcelm II, King of Scets { 1005 ~ 1035). He was se
faithful that the King presented him with three purses of Geld, and allewed
him to use the King's hand 28 & crest, with the mette " Sepmer Fidellis"

{ Alwavs faithful)

Walter Spreull is witness to a grant ef land by Malcelm III, Earl ef Lennex,
whe succeeded his father, 1224, and died 1270, Walter Spreull wittnessed te
deeds by Malcelm 4th, FEarl ef Lennex, whe was ene ef the Magnates Scetiae, and
disd 1292 - Walter Spreull was Senescallus se Dumbarten te Malcelm 5th Earl,
and was threatened with excemmunicatien en his acceunt 1294,

Between 1292 and 1297 nearly all the principal families in Scetland swore
fealty to King Edward and in the 1list ef these whe did se, in the document
called Ragmens Rell, we find the name of Walter Spreull " Semnescelli Cemis
de lennex.”

In 1306 Walter Spreull ebtained a charter of lands ef Dalqubieve and Dalmure
frem Malcelm, Earl ef Lennex and is described therein as Caldeun, " Caldeun
of Cowden Hall, is in the Parish ef Neilsten, Renfrewshirem,

Preceeding dewn hill in & S,W, directien to the Palsley and Irvine Read, 2
few minutes takes us te the ruins ef Caldeun er Cewden Hall, situated en the

surmit of a steep hill, beneath which by the side eof the highway, the Cewden
burn rushes mumuring ente its junctien with the Severn. Cewden Hall was-
leng age possesses by the distinguished family ef Spreull,

Walter Soreull is a witness te a charter by King Rebert Bruce, dated
272th Sevtember, 1302, He was succeeded by his sen, Walter, Themas Spreull
witnessed a charter in 1466 recerded in the Rerister of the great Seal.

Caléeun was held by the family until 1622 when it was seld by James Spreull te
Alexander Blair, The armerial bearings ef the Spreulls ef Caldewn = fesse
cheque agures and argent bdtwesm three purses ( er palmers scripts) gules.

There are various spellings ef the name - Jehn Spreull 1481,

Rebert Sprul Burgess of Paisley 1515, Jéhn Sprule, Racter ef Cambuslang, 1555.
Themas Spreull in 1559 2 new grant of Dalmure., James Sprull, last ef Caldewn
1622. Tradition says James cama te Tyrense and settled at Tullymean 1622 and is
ancester ef all the Irish Spreules.

John Spreule settled in Rescemmen in 1669 when he beought Loughfield Castle and
put a new reef en it, He was born in 1626. Thers wes a carved stene with the
Sproule crest ever the Hall d~or, ( The above notes were taken frem a book
written by a Scetchman named Sproule in 1915 and were supplied by Mrs.Charlton
Previncial Bank House, Colerazine a descendant of the Rescammen Sproules),
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Anether account compiled by the late Themas Sproule ef Altamullen, - A Rebert
Sproule with feur or five sens came over to this country frem Henfrewshire in the
reign of Charles 2nd, He settled at Spameunt, Ce, Tyrene and owned the

tewnlands of Spamount, Drumnabay, Geland, Upperthrice, Kilrail, Drumnabay,
Carrick, Crawferdstown, Fdenasshaugh, Drumgallen, Bridgehill, Cavanbun, Crigan,
etc, One of his sons settled at Grannan, ene at Altamullen and anether near
Ballybefet, Ce, Donegal, Breckagh,

A nephew, ar grandsen ef the man whe went te Crannan afterwards started =
bleachgreen at Celand and soon afier transferred the bleaching cencern te Spameunt,

Joseph Sproule ( called " Neblaugh") was alse a Grannan man and uncle to the
bleacher, he came to live in Clare ( near Bridgehill) and supplied buttermilk to
his nephew at Spameunt for bleaching purpeses and charged him the highest price
for it, te the astenishment ef his neighbrurs whe gave buttermilk gratis, se they
nicknamed " Buttermilk Spreule', He is the ancester ef the Burrels Felly and
Kirlish Spreules, when he left Clare and settled at Curraghamulkin,

There is a tombstene in Castlederg Church-ysrd with the inscriptiems- . .- .. ..

" Hare lies the body eof Rebert Spreull whe departed this life,
September, 1689, alse Jean Denisten wife ef the said Rebert
Spreull died 1712, aged 81",

The names af their sens are not knewn, but probably were Andrew, Charles, Oliver,
( prebably called Charles Stunart and Oliver Cresmwell) Samuel, Jehr, as these names
eccur freaguently in the different branches,

From the Spameunt family Bible, the fellewing is cepied:-
Andrew Spreul, bern April 26th, 17%1,
The Issue of Andrew and Rebecca Spreul -

Oliver Sproul, bern June l6th 1764, died in Baltimere, America, en 2néd August 1790,
Anne Spreul, bern December 1765,
( Mrs, Spreule ef Crigan - Great Grandmether ts Mrs. Clements).
William Spreul - bern July 1767,
Jane Spreule, bern March, 1769,
( Mrs, Spreule ef the " Helm", Grandmethsr te Mrs, Myles).
Andrew Spreul - bern Msrch 1771.
Rebeccd ®freul - bern June 177Bew i . .
Rebert Spreul, bern Octever, 1774,
Rebecca Spreule - died September 6th 1776. _
Andrew and Isabella Spreul married 7th January, 1781,
Their Issue:-
Fdward Spreul, bern December 15th 1781.
Elizabeth Sproul, bern February 24th, 1783,
Arthur Spreul, bern March 28th 1784
James Spreul, bern March 20th, 1785,
Isabella Spreul, bern July 2ne, 1787,

Andrew Spreul died 21st February 1798 and was interred in the burying greund
of the late James Iscky, St. Mary's Churchyard in the city ef Dublin,
Isabella Spreul died 27th July 1812,

Isabella Spreul the yeunger died June 1814.

Elizabeth Spreul died 12th June, 1845,

Edward Spreul died 18th December 1851,

James Spreul died Btk April 1882,
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I de net knsew what became of William ané Rebert ( bern 1767 and 1774).
Andrew was the father of Mra Charles Leve and several ether daughters and
twe sens, Oliver Q.C., whe died unmarried and James whe died at Skeeg absut
1882 lsaving ne family.

Arthur Spreul married Susan Bennett ef Cerk, a relative of the late Prefesser
Féward DNewden and Pravest Salmen of T,C,D, She died when her enly child was
bern and he was reared by his father's sister Betty at Spemeunt, he dled when he
was 23 and his father died at Nlce apged 44.

Edward and James disd unmarried se the Spameunt Spreules are extinct,

Andrew Spreul ef Crigan married his ceusin Ann Spreul, bern 1765 and they had
several children - Oliver whe built Ceeel and was Mrs, Clements grandfather
2lse grandfather of Ur, Soreule of Culmere, Derry, Jane whe married her ceusin
Rebert Spreule and lived at Aughee, Rebeacca whe married a man named Mayme and
lived at Ballygawley, her daughter married Andy Leve, She had besn keeping heuse
in Crigan for her uncle Andy Spreuls and that is hew that family ef the Loves
lived in Crigan. Anether of the Maynes married a Belfast mam named Ellistt and
had several daughters ene of whem marrieé Jehn Leve, Two ef th.: daughters,
Marien and Bella are still living in Belfast,

Mery married Hendersen ef Scarvaghem twe ef har sens Charles and sam married
Lizzie and Jennie Dill ef the Manse, Droemere, Ce, Tyrone,

Jane Spreul ef Smameunt, bern 1769 married her ceusin Charles Sproule ef the
Helm knewn as " Black Charlie", te distinguish him frem his ceusin Charles eof
Far Grannan whe was called " White Charlie” ( although he was the darker
cemplexioned of the tws). Their family censisted of James, Charles, Andrew,
Rebecca, and Nancy.
Jamas married his ceusin Rebecca Scett of Ballyshannen, Mrs Creckett, .
Mrs. Blue, Mrs. Smith { Australia) Jee, Jim, Charles, and Edward the sens died
unmarried,

Charles lived at Daisy Hill near Dremere, ans had three sens, Charlie, William
and Nat who d4dd unmarried,

Andrew was a barrister and built Fairy Hill, Dremere. He married Miss Lane eof

Timavey, She had a daughter, Jane, wiin married Arthur Carey of Castle Carey,

Ce. Nonegsl - she lived with her mether'’s people after her mother #ied, her father

married secendly his ceusin Sarah Scett ef Ballyare -~ they had a sen, Oliver

whe went to Australia - he left a sen, Andrew, whe was in the Australian centingent

in the Sauth Africamitiief, 1900 ailsl ‘#8ttled in Seuth Africa and whe

lived for a shoru time ( er his wife #id) at Creghan Heuse, near Lifierd during

the Oreat War, He i1s the enly Spreule ef the Helm branch new living.

Rebecca married Andrew Themas Leve &f the Crew and had seven sens and twe daughters.

Wancy married Themas Grahm ef Drumwall Lisnarick, Irvingstewn and had seven
aughters and sne sen. My mmther was her 6th daughterz Rebecca Spreul ef

Spameunt bern 1773 married James Scett of Ballyare Hamelten, and had several
daughters and ens sen, Joseph, He assisted his Uncles Edward and James Spreul

at the bleachgreen at Spameunt. He married Miss Reid, daughter ef the Presbyterian

Minister at Ramelton, sister ef Sir Edward Reld of Derry and Ferrest Reid, Seliciter.

They had no children
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One of the daughters Rebeccs Scett married James Spreule of the Helm, Sarah
married (1) Andred Spreule, brother of James and (2) Rev, James Reid Dill ef
Dremere,

Anether branch ef the Spreules lived at Bridgehill between Castlederg and Drumquin,
and Rebecca Sproule af that branch married Rev, Jehn Cockett, Presbyterian Minister
of 1lst Castlederg (Caveragh). Their Eldest ser, Jehn, afterwards married Mag
Spreule ef the Helm and their ysungest sen, Asidrew, married Rebecca Jane Leve of
the Crew,

Rev, Jehn Creckett's nephew William Gamble became owner sf Bridgsanill and married
Hebecca, daughter of Aneéy Leve of Crigan.

Their sen, Jameg, lives at Bridgehill, their yesunger daunghter Mina married Jehn
Ceckett sor ef John Creckett and Map, Sproule,

" Black Charlie" had three brothsrs, Geerpe, andrevw ané ans whe was s decter

Gearge married ene ef the Carrickamulking Spreules and {heir sen was Hebert Sproule
of Aughee, Andrew lived at Rallinhatty.

_{ The sbove nete is from Flders genealegical besk), o e

Andrew Spreules had three sens and twe daughters, Wilson died yeung,

Oliver, a dector, Andrew lived at Broeke Hill, married Mrs Denald McDenald and
had two sens, O0liver died yeung, Andrew's daughter, Mary, married Dr, William
Sproules Leve - 2 grandsen ef " Black Charlie” of the Helm,



PENTGRYF OF THE MATHFWSONS OF ARDSTRAN

HARPUR BRANCH, ROBINSON DIVISION

SARAH HARPTR

( Sacand daughter of Jeohn Harpur, eof Aghadulla, Ce. Tyrene, by his wife,

Matila Mathewson, sdaughter ef James Mathewsen, sen ef Ardstraw, by his

wife, Martha Sproule)}, was horn at Cereyneiech en 20th August, 1791, and died

at Fintena en 29th April 1817. She was married sn 7th July 1212, at Aughadulla
{ by Rev....vueee..) to Jehn RHebinsen, of Fintena, Ce, Tyrane { sen of Hugh

Rebinsen ef Fintena by hils wife, Ann Rea, berm at Fintena em 30th July, 1775,

died at Fintona en Sth Nevember 1825%, They had issue three children, viz:-

ROBINSON

1, Alex, HARPUR, ef Fintema; M.D,, J,P,, ( 18..,; in R,C.F,S., Lenden);

Bern at Fintena en 17th DNecember, 1814; died at Fintena 1lst Nevember 1880,

He -wmarried, January 15th 1838 at TFintena ( By Rev, Jes, McCorcamk) te Eliza

Jane Hamilten (daughter of Capt.........Hamilten, ef Eccles green, Fifntend,
by his wife, Ann Jane (Ramsey), bern at ........00 ........18....,00 issue,

2, Matiléa Ann, bern at Fintena en 15th July, 1816, Married ,..... 1841 at
Aughadulla { by Rev, Jas. Reid Hill) te secend cnusin of her mother's Jeseph
Spreule, of Carrickemulkin, Ce., Tyrone, affarwards eof Peterb.rough Ont. ( sen
of Themas Sproule eof Carrickamulkin eXXVEEXKPXIIYXIRIR by his wife .....(Blake),
bern at Carrickamulkin en Gth April, 1818, They emigratsd, - May 1860, by ship
# Manhatten” frem Liverpeel te New York, and settled near Peterbere'!, Canada.

They had issues-

SPROULE ki
1, Sarah Ann, born at Carrickamulkin en 2né Sept 1842, Married Oct. 1872

at Peterbere! ( by Rev, G.W,R, Beck) to JehnHaggant ef Peterbere! Ont (sen ef
John Haegart ef Peterbere' by his wife, ----- {McIntesh), bern at Peterbere' en

.'..I‘Ilel..lv

2., Jehn Themasg, b, at Carrickamulkin en ,......18......, died at Carrickamulkin,

1845.

3, Alex. Harpur Rebinson J,P, ef Denamena House, Fintena, berm at Carrickamilkin
en Jrd April, 1846, emigrated te Canada with his parents. Returned to Treland

in 1880 en succeeding t4 the propépty of his maternal uncle, Dr, Rebinsen.
Married 24th February, 1974, at Peterbere' (by Rev., G.W.R. Beck) to his tirst
cengin, Matilda Spreule (daughter of Rebert Spreule, ef Carrickamulkin by his
wife, Margaret Jane (Davis)}, b, at Carrickamulkin em 16th May 1849.

They have lssue:-

1. Matilda, etherwise Maud Ann Rebinsen, bern at Tweed (Ont) en 5th Feb 1875,

2, Alex, Harpur Rebinsen; bern at Peterbere' en 6th Oct, 1876

3, Jennie, .,........bern at Peterbere' en lst August 1878

Lo John Rebert; bern at Petarbere’ en 25th Octeber 1880

5, Jeseph Geerge, Bern at Fintena, sn 12th January 1884

. Helen Margrate; bern at Fintena en 30th Nevember, 1835 ;
A7, James Chambers; hern at Fintena en 28th August, 1887 X7 | lﬁg, o
Annie Flizabeth, bern at Fintena en 3rd September 1889..
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