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There are separate notes about referances to Charles Hampton in “The Early Annals of the 

English in Bengal” by the same author. 

 

 

From Vol 1 of Old Fort William in Bengal 

 

1728 – page 127 

 
 



1730 - page 132 

 
 

Then there is a gap of 80 pages and 18 years, at which time – 

 

1748 - page 212 

 
 

This would have been the same Charles Hampton who had started out as a writer from 

England in mid 1710, and was “last heard of” (by us) in December 1731 as being “Eighth in 

Council”.  He had in the twenties spent a fair amount of time as a senior Council member in 

Cossimbazar (a Company trading post and fort near Berhampore, to the north of Calcutta).  

What happened in Hampton’s life (apart from the birth of son Samuel in October 1735 and 

another son Charles on an unknown date) between 1731 and 1748? 

 

Charles Hampton’s appointment was folllowed by loud squeals from a Mr Bartholomew 

Plaisted who, with believable logic, said that he had already been appointed in this role and 

he thought it gross that he was expected to acquiese in a defacto unappointment – but nobody 

wanted to listen (until later when he took his case to the Court of Directors in London and 

they ordered his reinstatement – see later). 

 



 
 



Meantime Charles Hampton got going  

 

 
 

 



 

Then, who should reappear, but Matthew Plaisted – 

 

 
 

After which there is no more mention of Charles Hampton ….. 

 

 



From Vol 2 of Old Fort william in Bengal 

 

Summarizing the “Costelly’s ruiniously expensive new powder works proposal” story which 

begins earlier on p 155 - 

 

 
Martin Costelly, who had married the newly widowed Ann Hick on 8 February 1749, died in 

Calcutta in 1764, leaving a will. 

 



p 160 – 1761 – Bartholamew Plaisted, reinstated since 1752, is posted to Bombay, and 

Edward Handle takes over as surveyor.  No mention of Charles Hampton so perhaps he had 

died in the intervening decade ? 

 

 
 


