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James Cooper Stewart (1836 ï 1919 (83)) was the son of another James Stewart (a master house painter) and 

his wife Mary (May) (Falconer) who lived in Brechin, north of Edinburgh.  Their names appear in the 1841, 

1851 and 1861 (without James jnr) Scottish censuses and we have managed to trace hand written registry 

records of some of their ancestor births, marriages and deaths back to 1777.  The Stewartôs brownstone 

residence at 62 High Street, Brechin, is now a dilapidated boarded up shopfront which can be driven past via 

Google Earth.  This is the record of James Cooperôs birth in Brechin in 1836. 

 

 
 

ñCooperò was May Falconerôs motherôs maiden name.   

 

Stewart emigrated from Liverpool to Melbourne (ñfor his healthò) as a paying first class passenger aboard 

the famous sailing clipper ñThe Marco Poloò (ñThe Fastest Ship in the Worldò) in 1857.  Melbourne was 

then 22 years old, the gold rush had been on since the early part of the decade and Victoria itself had been 

created in 1851.  During this voyage he kept a diary and we have both a photocopy and typed transcript of 

this as well as a copy of part of the passenger list.  The original diary has not been located yet. 

 

The diary is written in the form of a letter dated 27 September 1857 to Jamesô father back in Brechin: 

 

 

http://www.ciaofamiglia.com/


 

The opening paragraph covers leaving home in Brechin on Monday June 1 1857 and ñthe pangs of grief 

which rent my breast as I tore myself from all I lovedò.  Trains conveyed him from Dundee to Edinburgh 

and thence to Liverpool in a carriage full of emigrants principally bound for America. 

 

More diary extracts will appear in the fullness of time.  James Stewart disembarked in Melbourne on 3 

September 1857, aged 21 ½. 

 

At the end of the diary are some ñHints to Emigrantsò ï in particular relating to bringing you own food as 

ñour food (supplied by the boat) was not eatableò.  Was this, one wonders, really supposed to last for 3 

months? 

 

 
 

Interestingly, the shipôs Master, James Clarke, certified on the passenger manifest that he had sufficient 

provisions for 390 ñstatute adultsò for 83 days. 

 

 
 


